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Relevant Council Plan Strategic Priority: 
Cutting unemployment by a quarter  
Cut crime and anti-social behaviour  
Ensure more school leavers get a job, training or further education than any other City  
Your neighbourhood as clean as the City Centre  
Help keep your energy bills down  
Good access to public transport  
Nottingham has a good mix of housing  
Nottingham is a good place to do business, invest and create jobs � 
Nottingham offers a wide range of leisure activities, parks and sporting events  
Support early intervention activities  
Deliver effective, value for money services to our citizens  
 
Summary of issues (including benefits to citizens/s ervice users):  
The main purpose of this report is to notify the Planning Committee that an application has been 
made for designation of a Neighbourhood Area and a Neighbourhood Forum in the Sneinton area. 
Nottingham City Council must now publicise and seek views on this application in accordance with 
the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (“the Regulations”). A consultation period 
commenced on 1 September and runs until 13 October 2014 and the Planning Committee’s views 
on the applications for both the Neighbourhood Forum and the Neighbourhood Area are therefore 
sought. Following the six week consultation period, consultation comments will be analysed and a 
report prepared for Executive Board, which has discretion for determining the designation of both 
the Neighbourhood Forum and Area. Once a Neighbourhood Forum and Area have been 
designated by the local planning authority a Neighbourhood Plan can be prepared. 
 
Recommendation(s): 
1 That the Planning Committee notes that an application has been made for the designation of a 

Neighbourhood Area and Forum in Sneinton. 
 

2 That the Planning Committee expresses any views on the application for the both the 
Neighbourhood Area and the Neighbourhood Forum during the consultation period. 
 

 
1. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
The Localism Act was given Royal Assent on 15 November 2011 and makes provision for 
neighbourhoods to produce their own land use plans, called Neighbourhood Plans, which 
must be in general conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan for the 



local area (i.e. the emerging Greater Nottingham aligned Core Strategies and the Land and 
Planning Policies document). Neighbourhood Plans can be used to promote more 
development in an area than proposed by the local planning authority (but cannot be used 
to block development proposals already set out in higher level plans) and will, for example 
be able to choose where new development should go and have policies that state what it 
should look like. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans must be subject to consultation in accordance with the Regulations, 
undergo an Independent Examination and then be put to a local referendum before they 
can be adopted as part of the statutory Development Plan. Neighbourhood Plans will not 
take effect unless there is a majority of support in a referendum of the neighbourhood. If 
proposals pass the referendum stage then the local planning authority will be under a legal 
duty to bring them into force. 
 
Neighbourhood planning can be taken forward by Neighbourhood Forums (in an area 
without town or parish councils) which are community groups that a local planning authority 
agrees and designates as a Neighbourhood Forum for a Neighbourhood Area. 
 
The first stage in the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is the application for 
designation of a Neighbourhood Area by a relevant body which is capable of being 
designated as a Neighbourhood Forum. Designation as a Neighbourhood Area is 
determined by the local planning authority following a six week consultation period. This 
should then be followed by an application for designation of a Neighbourhood Forum, 
which is representative of the designated Area. Similarly this application is determined by 
the local planning authority, following a minimum 6 week consultation period. Legally the 
two six week consultation periods (on the Neighbourhood Area and the prospective 
Neighbourhood Forum) can occur simultaneously and this is the approach that will be 
taken with the regards the proposals for the Sneinton Neighbourhood Forum and Area. 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND (INCLUDING OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION)  
 
The application for designation of Sneinton as a Neighbourhood Area has been made by 
an organisation named ‘Sneinton Neighbourhood Forum’. The organisation has also 
submitted an application for designation as a Neighbourhood Forum. The later application 
can be viewed in Appendix A. The Forum comprises in excess of 21 members (a mixture 
of individuals, community groups and businesses) and meets the key requirements of a 
relevant body, as an organisation which is capable of being designated as a 
Neighbourhood Forum and can submit an application for an area to be designated as a 
Neighbourhood Area (section 61F Town and Country Planning Act 1990). The application 
for designation as a Neighbourhood Forum is valid. Details of the composition of the 
Forum can be found in Appendix C and a copy of the written constitution of the Forum can 
be found in Appendix A. 
 
The Area of Sneinton proposed to be designated as the Neighbourhood Area is shown on 
a map included in Appendix B. The map in Appendix B varies slightly to the map included 
in the original application in Appendix A. This has occurred as a result of transferring the 
original map to an Ordinance Survey map base and has been done in consultation with the 
Neighbourhood Forum. The map in Appendix B shows that the boundary extends to the 
south along Daleside Road then cuts in along Colwick Road around Colwick Woods to 
Oakdale Road then along Cardale Road to meet Carlton Road. The boundary then runs 
east along Carlton Road. The western boundary is along Manvers Street to include 
Sneinton Market. It should be noted that the area includes three development sites that are 



proposed in the Land and Planning Policies Document (Creative Quarter – Bus Depot, 
Carlton Road (Castle College) and Sneinton Market). 
 
In preparing the application, Sneinton Neighbourhood Forum has carried out a number of 
consultations with the local community and this is detailed in Appendix A. The 
consultations date back to 2012 and include a number of ‘Placecheck Walks’. 
 
There are no firm proposals for the content of the Neighbourhood Plan or timescales 
envisaged at this stage. Consultation comments received from Sneinton Neighbourhood 
Forum to date have however indicated that fine grain design issues are important to local 
residents, together with connectivity and access issues and green infrastructure (i.e. parks, 
open space and other incidental open and green spaces).  
 
On receipt of a valid application for designation of a Neighbourhood Forum and 
Neighbourhood Area, the Regulations state that a local planning authority must, for a 
period of at least six weeks, publicise such a request on its website and in any other 
manner that it deems appropriate to bring the request to the attention to those who live, 
work or undertake business in the area that the Neighbourhood Plan will cover. In order to 
comply with these Regulations, the City Council has made copies of the application 
available on its website at Loxley House and at Sneinton Library. Officers have also written 
to key groups and individuals, put up site notices at key points around the boundary, and 
used social media in order to seek views on the both the Neighbourhood Forum and the 
Neighbourhood Area being proposed.  
 
Following the six week consultation period, consultation comments will be analysed and a 
report prepared for Executive Board, which has discretion for determining the designation 
of both the Neighbourhood Forum and Area.   
 
3. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIO NS 
 
There were no other options considered in making these recommendations. The 
application for the designation of the Neighbourhood Plan Area and Forum and resulting 
consultation period are processes defined in the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012 and the City Council must fulfil its obligations with regards to these. 
 
 
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (INCLUDING VALUE FOR MONEY/V AT) 
 
It is estimated the total cost for this work will be £70k. The government (DCLG) has 
provided a funding allocation to local authorities to assist with Neighbourhood Planning.  
The Council will be eligible to seek a contribution of up to £30k subject to submission of 
claims and adherence to the grant conditions such as the successful completion of the 
Neighbourhood Planning Examination. The remaining costs will be met from the approved 
budget in respect of the Local Plan. 
 
 
5. RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES (INCLUDING LEGAL IMPLICATION S AND CRIME 
 AND DISORDER ACT IMPLICATIONS)  
 
The steps that a local planning authority must take on receipt of an application for 
designation of an organisation or body as a Neighbourhood Forum and for designation of a 
Neighbourhood Area are set out in the Regulations (provided that the statutory 
requirements for such applications are met).  Once a Neighbourhood Area is designated, a 
Neighbourhood Plan can be promoted to guide development within that area.  The process 



for promoting and adoption of a Neighbourhood Plan including consultation and the 
carrying out of a local referendum is prescribed by the Regulations 
 
There is potential for conflict between the emerging Greater Nottingham Aligned Core 
Strategies (Local Plan Part 1) and Land and Planning Policies Development Plan 
Document (Local Plan Part 2) and community aspirations. At the present time no such 
conflict has been identified. It is hoped that such conflict can be avoided through working in 
partnership with the Neighbourhood Forum throughout the process so that aspirations of 
both parties are clear, co-ordinated and complementary.  
 
 
6. EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT   
 
 Has the equality impact been assessed?  

 Not needed (report does not contain proposals or financial decisions)  � 
 No           □ 

 Yes – Equality Impact Assessment attached     □ 
 

 Due regard should be given to the equality implications identified in the EIA. 
 
7. LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS OTHER THAN PUBLISHED W ORKS OR 
 THOSE DISCLOSING CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT INFORMATIO N 

 
None. 

 
8. PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN COMPILING THI S REPORT 
 

None.



Appendix A – Application Letter from Sneinton Neigh bourhood Forum 



























Appendix B – Proposed Sneinton Neighbourhood Plan A rea Boundary  



Proposed Neighbourhood Area Boundary
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Appendix C – Details of Forum Composition  




